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SUBJECT: RECOMMENDATION THAT AMBASSADOR YOUNG VISIT NICARAGUA 

SUMMARY: EMB BELIEVES VISIT BY AMB YOUNG TO NICARAGUA IN CONNECTION 
WITH TRAVEL TO GUATEMALA FOR ECLA MEETING OFFERS SIGNIFICANT 
OPPORTUNITY TO IMPRESS ON BOTH PRESIDENT SOMOZA AND OPPOSITION 
SERIOUSNESS OF U.S. IN PROMOTING GREATER RESPECT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS 
IN NICARAGUA. END SUMMARY 

1 . PRESENCE OF AMB YOUNG IN GUATEMALA FOR MAY2-5 PLENARY OF ECLA 
OFFERS SIGNIFICANT OPPORTUNITY TO ADVANCE U.S. INTERESTS IN 
IMPROVING NICARAGUAN HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION WITH ONLY MINOR 
SCHEDULING PROBLEMS IF HE COULD VISIT NICARAGUA EITHER BEFORE OR 
AFTER GUATEMALA. AMB YOUNG S CREDENTIALS AS FORMER MEMBER OF 
CONGRESS, CLOSE PERSONAL FRIEND OF PRESIDENT CARTER, AND HIS 

DEEP COMMITMENT TO HUMAN RIGHTS ARE WELL KNOWN TO NICARAGUANS WHO 
FOLLOW INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS AND ESPECIALLY U.S. POLICY ON HUMAN 
RIGHTS. THIS ENSURES THAT A VISIT WOULD CONSTITUTE A MAJOR EVENT 
AT THIS PERIOD OF HEIGHTENED FOCUS ON FUTURE U.S. NICARAGUAN 
RELATIONS IN TERMS OF HUMAN RIGHTS POLICY. 

2. EMB WOULD ARRANGE METINGS FOR AMB YOUNG WITH PRESIDENT SOMOZA, 
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OPPOSITION POLITICIANS, CAPUCHIN PRIESTS AND PRIVATE SECTOR. 

3. PRESIDENT SOMOZA WOULD LIKELY HAVE MIXED EMOTIONS RE AMB YOUNG 
VISIT. HE WOULD WELCOME ATTENTION GENERATED BY SUCH A VISIT AS 
WELL AS OPPORTUNITY TO ARGUE NICARAGUA'S HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION 
WITH PERSON SO CLOSE TO PRESIDENT CARTER. AT SAME TIME HE WOULD 
HAVE TREPIDATION ABOUT POSSIBLE UNFAVORABLE PUBLICITY ON HUMAN 
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RIGHTS SITUATION WHICH MIGHT SURFACE. AMB YOUNG IS ALSO WELL 
KNOWN LOCALLY FOR BEING OUTSPOKEN. OPPOSITION AND CAPUCHIN PRIESTS 
WOULD BE DELIGHTED AND ENCOURAGED BY OPPORTUNITY TO PRESENT THEIR 
POLITICAL AND HUMAN RIGHTS VIEWS TO A LISTENER OF SUCH STATURE. 

4. LANGUAGE SHOULD BE NO BARRIER AS PRESIDENT SOMOZA AND WIDE 
NUMBER OF IMPORTANT OPPOSITIONISTS SPEAK FLUENT ENGLISH. CAPUCHIN 
PRIESTS ARE U.S. CITIZENS. THE FULL VALUE OF VISIT COULD BE 

REALIZED IN ONE OR TWO DAYS. EMB WOULD PREPARE ALL NECESSARY BACK- 
GROUND AND TALKINGPOINT PAPERS AND BRIEF AMB YOUNG UPON HIS ARRIVAL 
OR, ALTERNATIVELY, COULD SEND OFFICER TO GUATEMALA FOR ADVANCED 
BRIEFING. 

5. PRESENT MAJOR STATE OF FLUX RE CONTINUANCE OF MILITARY AND 
ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE TO NICARAGUA AS A RESULT OF LONG SUBCOMMITTEE 
HEARINGS ON NICARAGUA MAKES TIMING OF VISIT MOST APPROPRIATE. 
POTENTIAL VALUE IN INFLUENCING AND FURTHER EDUCATING PRESIDENT 
SOMOZA ON U.S. HUMAN RIGHTS POLICY OFFERS SIGNIFICANT BENEFITS 
FROM THE BISIT. OPPOSITION WOULD INTERPRET VISIT AS FURTHER MAJOR 
EVIDENCE OF U.S. RETHINKING ITS RELATIONSHIP WITH NICARAGUA AND 
ENCOURAGE THEM TO THINK MORE IN TERMS OF POLITICAL ORGANIZATION 
FOR THE FUTURE. ALL OF THE ABOVE WOULD BE EXTREMELY BENEFICIAL TO 
U.S. INTERESTS AND WOULD EXPOSE AMB YOUNG TO COMPLEXITIES OF 
HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION AS IT INTERFACES WITH NATIONAL SOVERIEGNTY 
AND LATIN POLICIAL PERCEPTIONS OF U.S. POLICY. 

6. TRAVEL TO NICARAGUA AFTER GUATEMALA WOULD HAVE ADVANTAGE OF 
OFFERING GREATER LEAD TIME AS WELL AS FURTHER EXPOSURE BY AMB 
YOUNG TO LATING THINKING ON MANY ISSUES WHICH WOULD CONTRIBUTE 
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TO MEETINGS IN NICARAGUA. EMB WOULD APPRECIATE DECISION 
IMMEDIATELY. 

THEBERGE 
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